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FORRESTFIELD TRAIN STATION 
Grievance 

MR S.J. PRICE (Forrestfield) [11.42 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I rise to discuss the 
Forrestfield train station.  
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Great train station! 
Mr S.J. PRICE: A great train station; I totally agree. 
The suburbs of Forrestfield, High Wycombe, Maida Vale and Wattle Grove are ever growing, but like much of 
the East Metropolitan Region, these suburbs were largely forgotten in terms of fast transit public transport, relying 
solely on bus services that do not always meet the needs of local residents. With minimal government-funded 
services provided directly to the area, residents are reliant on bus services to get them to nearby suburbs to access 
many of these services. This is not a quick journey, often requiring hours to be spent in transit. Therefore, the 
announcement of a train line into the area was welcomed by everyone. 
For those unfamiliar with my electorate, the station will be located adjacent to Dundas Road, east of the Forrestfield 
freight marshalling yards and south of Maida Vale Road. The area to the east of the station is subject to rezoning 
and will become a vibrant new community, if we plan it correctly. We basically have a blank canvas, giving us the 
opportunity to properly assess the needs of the community and, indeed, listen to its wishes and plan for the future; 
as the member for Forrestfield, I intend to ensure that that happens. 
As we all know, the tunnel-boring machines are both well underway. Incidentally, both machines were named by 
children from primary schools within my electorate. TBM Grace was named by the students of Edney Primary 
School in High Wycombe, in honour of their friend Grace McPhee, who is undergoing treatment for leukaemia 
and is the toughest person they know. The second TBM, Sandy, was named by Sarah Spratt from High Wycombe 
Primary School. Sarah said that she was inspired by a sandgroper in her backyard. Like the tunnel-boring machine, 
sandgropers—the colloquial name for Western Australians—are excellent at tunnelling! From all reports, the 
machines are making excellent progress, with Grace recently passing the one-kilometre mark. 
While the local children have been involved in the competition to name the tunnel-boring machines, 
representatives from the local community have been actively involved in the Forrestfield Community Group, 
meeting regularly with the contractors and Transperth, while others have attended the community consultation 
meetings about the proposed developments around the station. We owe it to all of them to ensure that we get the 
development right. 
Initial plans for the station show masses of land set aside for car parking on the doorstep of the new station. This 
in turn has the potential to isolate the station from surrounding development, rather than the station being 
a seamlessly integrated part of the new development. It would appear that with proper planning of other 
infrastructure, such as walkways, bike paths and bus routes, we could encourage local residents to leave their 
vehicles at home. This, together with the exploration of new technologies and possibly multistorey parking, could 
surely see a reduction in the footprint of the car park at the station, whilst ensuring sufficient bays for those who 
still need to drive. Accessibility for all is another important feature. We have a large population of seniors in the 
area, together with people of varying life challenges, who increasingly rely on public transport. Therefore, it is 
essential that bus services link into the train services and that the station infrastructure is able to cater for the needs 
of everyone in the surrounding communities. 

I am proud to be part of a government that is heavily focused on delivering jobs and, to that end, I want to ensure 
that the new station is a catalyst for attracting business growth in the area, which will in turn create local jobs. 
Local residents have expressed a desire to ensure that the development also provides for open spaces and a range 
of public amenities, including parks and sporting facilities. 

The High Wycombe residents I met with on Saturday also raised concerns with me about the name of the train 
station, and they are not the only ones. Local discontent with the station being called Forrestfield has been growing 
for some time now. Why? It is quite simple. If we look at the area where the station is located, we see it is right on 
the border of High Wycombe, but is nowhere near Forrestfield, although it is right next to the Forrestfield 
marshalling yards. A lot of conversations have been going on about the name of the station; nevertheless, it is 
located closer to High Wycombe than it is to Forrestfield. However, the former government played some politics 
with this infrastructure, in more ways than one, by naming both the Belmont and Forrestfield stations based on the 
electorates it held at the time, not the suburbs they were located in. I note that although the federal member for 
Swan appears to be seeking feedback on the name of the station from local residents through a recent flyer, 
I question his real motives for the survey. 

Done properly, the development around the train station will attract enough population to warrant a new suburb 
being created, so we should be looking for a name that can be both the new station name and, if we get a new 
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suburb, the new suburb name. But let us ask the community what it thinks the station should be called and not 
limit it to a choice between Forrestfield and High Wycombe. 

I would like to take this opportunity to commend the City of Kalamunda on its continuing commitment to work 
with the state government to ensure that planning for the new development reflects the needs and desires of the 
local community, as expressed through community consultation sessions. Of course, it would be remiss of me as 
the member for Forrestfield to not try to encourage the council to lead by example and relocate its offices to the 
new suburb. 

Many local residents have personally made their views known to me, and others have attended community 
consultation sessions to have their say. I thank them for their continuing interest and input. I want to ensure that 
they are being listened to, with their desire for a well-planned area that offers opportunities for a diverse range of 
housing developments, aged care, schools, recreation areas, commercial, dining, and a variety of businesses being 
met. Importantly, we owe it to the community to deliver a rail service that does not work in isolation but improves 
connectivity throughout the suburbs and the wider community. Can the minister please explain how the McGowan 
government is addressing the concerns raised by the community that I have just mentioned? 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [11.48 am]: I thank the member for Forrestfield for 
his grievance. The member has raised a number of issues, all related to the new station currently known as 
Forrestfield station. I would like to thank the member for his enthusiasm for and commitment to this project, and 
his enthusiasm for and commitment to the local community in that area. His level of engagement is really, really 
good. As a minister, it helps inform me about what the community is thinking at all times. 

In opposition we raised some concerns about the planning for this precinct. A common criticism of existing railway 
stations across the network is about the level of safety. One reason people often do not feel safe is that they are 
parking a long distance away and walking across desolate car parks. There is not a great feeling of safety. 
Interestingly, surveys show that people feel very safe on the train, and less so on the station and in the car park. 
The feeling of safety decreases the further they get away from the train itself. One of the issues we are grappling 
with on the heritage lines is that, although the stations are located in communities, they are pretty isolated and 
there is not a lot of activity around them. As a result, the feeling of safety and connection is not there. We did not 
want those issues to continue with our new train stations. On coming to government, we looked particularly at the 
Forrestfield station, which has acres of car parks around it. This meant that people would have to walk very long 
distances to get to the trains, but it also failed to use the opportunity of this magnificent rail line and station to 
connect better into the community. We are doing some planning with the City of Kalamunda. I acknowledge the 
work that the city has been doing on this issue. We are looking at improving the residential outcomes so that there 
will be about 6 000 new homes, compared with 1 500 previously, and a mixture of housing types. Community 
infrastructure is also being considered as part of that plan—for example, aged-care facilities—and employment 
opportunities. The member for Forrestfield also raised the street and pathway network so that we do not create 
a little island that is difficult to get to. We are reworking path and road connections to make sure that we get that 
connectivity. There is also the connectivity with the buses that come down the hill and across the community, 
serving the train station. Hopefully, the revised structure plan will be ready early next year to go out for further 
consultation. I think everyone will be excited about the creation of a whole new community. 

The member for Forrestfield has raised with me the issue of the name of the new station. We have carried out 
community consultation about Belmont versus Redcliffe, and hopefully I will be able to make some 
announcements about the successful name soon, and also the name of Forrestfield versus High Wycombe. 
However, the member for Forrestfield has raised with me that this area will be, in a sense, a suburb on its own, 
and this is probably the right time for us to consider that so that we do not name the station and then have to spend 
money on signage to change the name. There is potential for a new suburb name and a new station name. 
I welcome the contribution of the member for Forrestfield to that and we will work together on genuine community 
consultation in the coming months as part of the structure plan consultation. We can incorporate all these new 
ideas and work with the community. I wanted to confront this issue early, because we do not want to put in all the 
signage and timetabling and then have to go back and change everything afterwards. We saw that with the 
Elizabeth Quay project, where it cost about $700 000 to change the name from the Esplanade. Let us try to work 
through this over coming months to see whether we can sort it out before the train arrives. 
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